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Cover Image
Tea for Two, Rebecca Campbell (ACS Member)
Private Collection / Courtesy of Jonathan Cooper, Park Walk Gallery, London / Bridgeman Images © Rebecca Campbell
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Introduction

ACS is a not-for-profit community interest company dedicated to the administration of the Artist’s
Resale Right and copyright. We collect and distribute Artist’s Resale Right and copyright royalties to
visual artists and artists’ estates who have specifically mandated us to do so. ACS administers the
Artist’s Resale Right in line with the UK Artist’s Resale Right Regulations (2006 & 2011) which
implement European Directive 2001/84/EC.

ACS was founded at the request of artists and Art Market Professionals (auction houses, galleries and
dealers) who were worried about the monopolistic implications of having only one collecting society
dedicated to the administration of the Artist’s Resale Right and who recognised the need for a
transparent, fair and professional society that puts artists’ needs first. As a community interest
company, ACS operates solely for the benefit of its member artists and the artistic community. This
means that any surplus income (following the deduction of administration costs) is locked into the
company and must be used to benefit ACS’ members or the artistic community. This is done through
a range of sponsorships and bursaries that support individual artists, artistic organisations and
charities. You can read more about these activities here.

ACS collects the Artist’s Resale Right royalties on behalf of its members in the UK and throughout
Europe. In order to ensure collection outside the UK, ACS uses the services of a number of European
collecting societies. If a foreign collecting society’s commission is higher than the ACS commission
rate, where legally possible, ACS will always collect directly from Art Market Professionals in that
country. This ensures that ACS member artists and estates are never charged more than is absolutely
necessary.

The ACS board is split between ACS members who are visual artists and non-ACS members who are
appointed for the contribution they make to the board. These are all individuals who are closely
involved with artists, either in their capacity as trustees for estates of important twentieth-century
artists, as art dealers or in a variety of positions closely related to the contemporary art world. You
can see a full list of our directors here.

Accountability and Governance

ACS is governed by a Board of Directors, which consists of twelve members. ACS always endeavours
to appoint artists or artists’ estates who are represented by ACS for the Artist’s Resale Right to
constitute half of this membership. The other directors consist of copyright experts, dealers, curators,
art consultants and legal professionals. Each director is appointed for a period of three years at the
end of which they are eligible for re-appointment for a further term of three years.

The Board of Directors meets once a year for an AGM in which they discuss the company’s activities
and developments over the previous year. They also discuss possible future developments and
upcoming events. All members of ACS can contact us to discuss any issues that they would like
discussed during the AGMs. Members of ACS will be notified of any major changes or decisions made
at an AGM.

For information on issues that have arisen in previous years, please see our Annual Reviews.

Represented Artists
ACS currently represents over 1,000 visual artists including painters, sculptors, photographers, street
artists, cartoonists and artists working in glass and ceramics.

Membership of Organisations

ACS is a full member of CISAC, BCC and ICOM. Our Managing Director Harriet Bridgeman sits on
the board of the British Copyright Council as a representative of ACS and was instrumental in the
establishment of the UK collecting societies’ Code of Conduct.


http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32001L0084:EN:HTML
http://artistscollectingsociety.org/news/sponsorship-spotlight/
http://artistscollectingsociety.org/trustees/
http://artistscollectingsociety.org/annual-reviews/

The 2015 -2016 Financial Year Overview
The 14™" February 2016 marked the Artist’s Resale Right’s tenth birthday. ACS celebrated this with its
second best financial year to date. The 2015 -2016 turnover peaked at £1,750,241, which wa_




